






Београд ШАХОВСКИ Нушићева 25/II 
Тел 0113227826 САВЕЗ Факс 0113222448 
serbiacf@verat.net СРБИЈE  www.serbiachess.net 

 
FIDE Secretatiat 
ATHENS 
 
FIDE Office 
ELISTA 
 
           Belgrade, 2017-01-30 
 Dear Madam/Sirs, 
 
 I address you regarding the conclusions of the Executive Board of the Serbia Chess Federation of 
the meeting held on January 27, 2017. Namely, the Executive Board of the Serbia Chess Federation 
expressed concern because the Serbia Chess Federation did not receive any reply to its letters dated 
December 8, 2016 and December 15, 2016. The first letter was sent to the FIDE Secretariat in Athens 
and to the Office in Elista, and in addition to those addresses, the second letter was sent to the FIDE 
Executive Director Mr. Nigel Freeman. We would like to remind you that a request for Directory Update 
on the Serbia Chess Federation web page within the FIDE web page was the subject of both letters. 
 
 The lack of communication with the World Chess Federation has never been registered by the 
Serbia Chess Federation since its establishment in 2006, when it became a member of the FIDE (after the 
breakup of Serbia and Montenegro). On the other hand, through the payment of EUR 9.002 made on 
December 29, 2016, the Serbia Chess Federation met its financial liabilities towards the FIDE. 
Considering the fact that we are even more concerned because it is possible that the reasons of 
communication absence can be due to informal (private) relations, this time the Executive Board made a 
decision to address all relevant addresses within the FIDE and to ask for reply and prompt reaction. 
 
1) LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
 
 Operations of sport associations in Serbia are defined by the Sports Act adopted in February 2016. 
Article 1 of that Act says it regulates, among other things, “the keeping of records and the supervision of 
the operations of the organizations in the field of sports.” 
 Article 40 (last paragraph) says: “A statute of a sport association is registered and released on the 
Business Registers Agency’s web page.” 
In the section “Registry entry” Article 65 of the Sports Act says “Sports associations are entered in the 
 Registry governed by the Agency as an entrusted task.” 
 Therefore, the Ministry of Youth and Sports, according to the Sports Act, entrusted the Business 
Registers Agency with the task of keeping the registry of all sports associations in Serbia. 
 
2) CURRENT SITUATION AT THE SERBIA CHESS FEDERATION 
 
 The Serbia Chess Federation does not have a president at this point, nor does it have an acting 
president. 
 Following the decision of the Executive Board dated January 27, 2016, Goran Urosevic was 
discharged from the position of the FIDE and the ECU delegate and so our federation does not have a 
delegate at this point either. 



 The Serbia Chess Federation is currently governed by the Executive Board, according to the 
Federation’s Statute (registered with the Business Registers Agency), while the representatives: Miroslav 
Kopanja and Ivan Zivkovic are in charge of signing the contracts and making payments. 
 This will remain unchanged until the Serbia Chess Federation chooses either a president or an 
acting president. 
 One can make sure about this state of affairs on the Business Registers Agency’s web page in 
English: http://apr.gov.rs/eng/Home.aspx. Choose an option "COMPANIES", and then the option "Data 
search", and then "Business entities search". Enter in the first column "Company number" 07062931 and 
the names of representatives can be checked on the Serbia Chess Federation’s web page under the section 
6 “Representatives”. 
 Unfortunately, this can be done only by visitors who can read Cyrillic alphabet. Should you 
consider it necessary that a copy of the page from the Business Registers Agency be translated into 
English by a certified court interpreter, we kindly ask you to inform us. 
 
 3) REQUEST FOR DIRECTORY UPDATE 
 
 a) Change of e-mail address:  
 Ever since the Serbia Chess Federation became a national chess federation (and the FIDE 
member), the official address of the federation was serbiacf@verat.net . The reason why is the fact that the 
address is registered with a local provider and it is always available to the owner’s legal representatives. 
However, we cannot find among our documents when a request was sent for the e-mail address 
serbiachess@gmail.com to become the official address of the Serbia Chess Federation and who did it. It is 
a private address in the possession of a natural person and we find it very unusual to see that our two 
requests (dated December 8 and December 15, 2016) for the address serbiacf@verat.net to be returned as 
an official address have not been accepted yet. 
 We repeat most kindly our request for the change of the federation’s official e-mail address. 
 
 b) We ask that the following individuals be deleted from current FIDE Directory referring to 
Serbia: Cetkovic, Obren; Urosevic, Goran; Milivojevic, Milivoje; and that the following individuals be 
entered instead as Representatives: Miroslav Kopanja and Ivan Zivkovic. Their contact details should be 
identical to those of the Serbia Chess Federation. 
 
 In anticipation of prompt reaction and your reply to our letter, 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

The Serbia Chess Federation 
Representative and member of the Executive Board 

Ivan Zivkovic 
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FIDE General Secretariat      FIDE Elista Office /Directory 
Athens, Greece       Elista, Russia 
 
 Dear chess friends, 
 
 With this letter I would like to notify you that the Serbia Chess Federation held its 
Assembly meeting on February 12 at which it adopted a new Statute and elected me the 
president. 
 
 The Business Registers Agency, which is, according to the Law on Sports, competent for 
the verification of all changes in sport organizations, confirmed these changes through its 
decision of February 24 and entered them in the register. Please find attached herewith a copy 
of the Business Registers Agency’s decision and the translation of the authorized court 
interpreter. 
 
 We kindly ask you to perform a Directory Update on your website as follows: 
 

Pizurica Ratko, President and Delegate 
(photo attached) 
E-mail: pizuricar@mts.rs 
Telephone: +381 69 56 33 400 

 
 Katanić-Vujić Petar, Rating Officer (data and photo remain the same) 
 
 We repeat most kindly our request for the change of the federation’s official e-mail 
address from serbiachess@gmail.com to serbiacf@verat.net . 
 
 I kindly ask you to acknowledge receipt of this letter. 
 
 Kind regards, 
 

Serbian Chess Federation 
President 

 
 

Ratko Pizurica 







Barcode:  
5000122453239 

Logo with the following inscription: APR (stands for Business Registers Agency) 
 
Republic of Serbia 
Business Registers Agency 
 
Register of Sport Associations, Societies and Federations 
 
BS 2459/2017 
Date: February 24, 2017 
Belgrade 
 
 
 
 

Registrar of the Register of Sport Associations, Societies and Federations with the Business 
Registers Agency, pursuant to Article 65 Paragraph 2 of the Law on Sports (“Official Gazette of the 
Republic of Serbia”, No. 10/2016), and Article 15 Paragraph 1 of the Law on the Procedure of 
Registration with the Serbian Business Registers Agency (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”, No. 
99/2011, 83/2014), deciding upon an application of the Serbia Chess Federation, for the registration of 
the change of the information in the Register of Sport Associations, Societies and Federations which was 
submitted by: 
 
Name and Surname: Ivan Živković 
 
issues the following  
 

DECISION 
 

We hereby adopt the registration application and enter into the Register of Sport Association, Societies 
and Federations the change of the information on: 
 
 

Name: Serbia Chess Federation 
 

Company number: 07062931 
 
regarding the following changes in particular: 
 

 Date of adoption of the Statute: 
 
Deleted from the Register: 
March 17, 2012 
 
Entered in the Register: 
February 12, 2017 
 



 Representatives: 
 
Deleted from the Register: 
Name and surname: Miroslav Kopanja 
Personal Identity Number: 1512960800030 
Address: Omladinska 52, Kać, Novi Sad – City, Serbia 
 
Entered in the Register: 
Name and surname: Ratko Pižurica 
Personal Identity Number: 2609948820031 
Address: Trg Cara Jovana Nenada 2/28, Subotica, Serbia 
 

 
 
 

EXPLANATION 
 

Applicant of the registration application number BS 2459/2017 submitted on February 13, 2017 
a registration application for the registration of the change of the information on: 
 

Serbia Chess Federation 
 

in the Register of Sport Associations, Societies and Federations accompanied with the documentation 
stated in the certificate of submitted registration application number BS 2459/2017. 
 

After considering fulfilment of requirements as stipulated by the provision referred to in Article 
14 of the Law on the Procedure of Registration with the Serbian Business Registers Agency, the Registrar 
concluded that the requirements for the registration have been met and, in accordance with the 
provision referred to in Article 16 of the same law, has decided as stated in the wording of the decision. 
 
 The amount of the fee for the registration of the change of the information in the Register of 
Sport Associations, Societies and Federations in the amount of RSD 2,800.00 was set by the Decision on 
fees for registration and other services provided by the Business Registers Agency (“Official Gazette of 
the Republic of Serbia”, No. 119/2013, 138/2014 and 45/2015). 
 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS ON LEGAL REMEDY: 
An appeal may be filed against this Decision to a minister in charge of Youth and Sport issues, within 30 
(thirty) days starting from the day of its release on the Business Registers Agency’s website. An appeal 
may be filed through the Business Registers Agency. 
 
 

Registrar: 
Nives Čulić  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFIED TRANSLATION FROM SERBIAN TO ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
 
I hereby certify that this translation is true and identical to the original tekst in Serbian language before 
me. 
 
 
In Novi Sad, March 2, 2017 
 
        COURT INTERPRETER 
 
 
        _____________________ 
                Olivera Ristic 
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HE Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, 
FIDE President 
 
 Respectful Mr Ilyumzhinov, 
 
 We hereby address you because we would like to receive an explanation for the attitude 
of the World Chess Federation towards the Serbia Chess Federation lasting for three months 
already. Namely, the Chess Federation Serbia has sent four letters so far (December 8, 2016, 
December 15, 2016, January 31, 2017 and March 6, 2017) with a request for data changes on 
FIDE’s webpage. It has not been acted upon those requests so far and we find it odd that the 
administration, as the letters were addressed to it, refused to confirm that the letters were 
delivered at the addresses that they were addressed to. 
 
 Such an attitude is a very surprising to the Serbia Chess Federation, especially because it 
comes from the FIDE – an institution of the highest reputation and respect. We would like to 
underline especially that the Serbia Chess Federation will always respect the Statute and the 
regulations of the World Chess Federation. It is not a secret that the Serbia Chess Federation 
supported your nomination for the FIDE president in all elections held so far and that all FIDE 
officials have always been friendly welcomed in our country. Also, we believe that so far we have 
been an upstanding organizer of all FIDE and ECU official tournaments and it will be so in the 
future too. Last but not least, the Serbia Chess Federation has always been regularly settling its 
financial liabilities to the FIDE. The latest payment in the amount of EUR 9,000 was made on 
December 30, 2016. Accordingly, the Serbia Chess Federation has never been nor will it ever be 
an opposition to the FIDE and the chess, regardless of who our president or delegate is. 
 
 Dear Mr. President, allow me to present you in brief the following facts: 
 

- I was appointed the president of the Serbia Chess Federation on February 12 and the 
Business Registers Agency, which is in charge of it by the Sports Law, verified my 
appointment on February 25. We sent all evidence on this issue to the FIDE 
administration. 

- We would like to have on the FIDE website our officially registered e-mail address 
serbiacf@verat.net which we have had for 12 years already but which was changed last 
year in a way that we know nothing about. A private e-mail address 
serbiachess@gmail.net  is currently registered on the FIDE’s website but it is not under 
control of our federation, so we have not been receiving the FIDE’s official mail for quite 
some time and it presents a serious obstacle in our functioning, 



- I have been appointed delegate by The Serbia Chess Federation and we also want this 
information to be changed 

 
 I would like to underline that the Serbia Chess Federation cooperates unimpeded with the 
Ministry of Youth and Sport of the Serbian Government. We have signed an agreement on 
financial assets for year 2017 and we have received the tranches for January and February. Also, 
we organize all competitions of the schedule for year 2017 and so the Serbian Individual Men 
Championship, the toughest so far, is to start on March 23, 2017. It is not a secret that we have 
certain internal problems within our organization due to a difference of opinions but we believe 
that it must not and cannot be the reason why “the administration is being silent”. 
 
 Since we are a serious federation, we cannot accept the fact that we have not been able 
to receive a reply from the FIDE office for three months already, let alone the fact that incorrect 
data in our directory has remained unchanged. 
 
 We believe that the legal position of the Serbia Chess Federation is absolutely apparent. If 
there is any dilemma, we kindly ask you to resolve it as soon as possible. Should you believe that 
this issue could be an item of the agenda in the upcoming FIDE Presidential Board meeting in 
Athens, we kindly ask you that Mr Ivan Marinkovic (President of Belgrade Chess Federation) 
attend the session on behalf of the Serbia Chess Federation so as to present our views. 
 
 We are looking forward to your reply.  
 
 Sincerely, 

Serbian Chess Federation 
President 

 
 

Ratko Pizurica 
 
 

Belgrade, 2017-03-15 



ШАХОВСКИ 

 

Београд 
Нушићева 25/II 
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Mr Georgios Makropoulos 
FIDE Deputy President 
ATHENS, GREECE 
 
           Belgrade, 2017-08-28 
 
 

Dear Mr Makropoulos, 
 

I address you following the agreement with Mr. Kutin, to whom I submit a copy of this e-
mail. The reason why I address you is the fact that the current position of the Serbia Chess 
Federation with the FIDE is rather unenviable, entirely owing to Mr. Goran Urosevic, the former 
delegate of our Federation at the ECU and the FIDE. We are fully aware of Mr. Urosevic’s high 
status in the FIDE, primarily due to his work engagement and great many friends, but on the other 
hand, our chess federation is a federation of long tradition and an individual should not be above 
it. 
 

In order to avoid bothering you too much with our internal problems, I will state the 
problems that, supported by the FIDE (or by particular people in the FIDE), our Federation has 
with Mr. Urosevic: 
 

1. Since the beginning of December 2016, there has been an e-mail address: 
serbiachess@gmail.com at our federation’s page on FIDE website, instead of the official address: 
serbiacf@verat.net. The e-mail address serbiachess@gmail.com is private property of Mr. 
Urosevic and it was posted as an official address without any authorization. We have sent five 
letters to the FIDE so far on this issue but neither have we ever received any reply nor has this e-
mail address been changed. 
Consequences: Our federation has not been receiving letters of international character, invitations 
for meetings, seminars and competitions and other material for 10 months already. This is an 
enormous problem for us. 
 

2. Mr. Urosevic has entered into a particular business deal with the FIDE regarding the 
rental of DGT boards for the European Chess Club Cup. FIDE has sent us an invoice for: 

- € 5000 for the rental of those boards 
- approximately € 5000 for the costs of return of those boards. 
We have sent a letter to the FIDE accountant Mr. Katis, asking him to send us complete 

documentation regarding those costs because we do not have any documentation in our 
possession. We have not received any reply so far. 

Our agent, who was engaged for the provision of freight forward services, says there are no 
grounds for such high costs while Mr. Urosevic refuses any kind of cooperation with us on this 
issue. 



Also, after the European Chess Club Cup, which was praised a lot by all international structures, 
our management has inherited some unpaid bills amounting to over € 20,000. 
 

3. According to a document in our possession, the FIDE gave 20 DGT boards to our 
federation as a gift. Those boards are not in the possession of our federation and we suspect 
that they have been alienated by Mr. Urosevic. On the other hand, since the beginning of this 
year we have been renting DGT boards for our competitions from a private-owned company and 
we have paid over € 3,000 for this purpose so far. This is the damage suffered by our federation. 

If this remains unchanged, we will have to notify the prosecution and the police about this 
case. 
 

These are the problems that we have with Mr. Urosevic concerning the FIDE. When it 
comes to other problems that we have with him, we will solve them by ourselves. I kindly ask you 
to help us solve this problem through appropriate documentation and your influence. 
 

Hereby I would like to assure you of the following: Serbia Chess Federation would like to 
be a partner and a friend of your administration but we would not like this friendship to be built 
on false information disseminated by Mr. Urosevic. For that reason, we invite you or some of 
your authorized representatives to visit Serbia as soon as possible and to see our position for 
yourselves. 
 
 In anticipation of your reply to our letter, 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

The Serbia Chess Federation 
Acting President 

 
 
 

Ratko Pizurica 




