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your Move

The longest streak (1)
I would like to react to the ‘Infographic’ 
in New In Chess 2017/2, page 14. From 
June 5, 2006 until March 3, 2007, I 
played 110 games without defeat: 
from my loss to GM Chatalbashev in 
the 2006 Neuchatel Open, to my loss 
against the late GM Vugar Gashimov 
in Cappelle-la-Grande 2007. This 
game was incredible – I lost with Black 
in 25 moves without making any major 
mistake!

In this period I had a huge amount 
of draws (66) and improved my Elo 
only from 2480 to 2519. Also, not all 
games were rated. To my mind GM 
Sergey Tiviakov holds the record 
with 110 games without a loss in the 
period 2004-2005. His opponents were 
stronger, so he should be first on the 
list.

By the way, I had another unbeaten 
run of 101 games in 2008. And I also 
found that GM Ulf Andersson had a 
run of 100 games without a loss.

Bogdan lalic
sutton, UK

The longest streak (2)
To my great surprise I saw the ‘Info-
graphic’ in New In Chess 2017/2 about 
the longest streaks without defeat in 
chess history. Somehow my name has 
been forgotten.

It is a well-known fact that I am the 
official world record holder, as I played 
110 tournament games without a defeat 
in the period 2004-2005. That streak 
lasted for 11 months. In that period I 
played a lot against world top players 
like Aronian, Radjabov, Ivanchuk and 
Carlsen (just to name a few). I attach 
a game file as a confirmation of my 
record!

In that period I only lost two rapid 
games, to V. Ivanchuk on December 
18, 2014, but rapid games don’t count 
for such streaks.

Although I was educated in the 
chess school of World Champion 
V. Smyslov, my favourite World 
Champion was T. Petrosian, whose 
games I studied many times. And since 
T. Petrosian was a master of prophylac-

tic play, I managed to learn a lot from 
him and raised my play to an almost 
perfect level, with few losses.

I consider this achievement to 
become the world record holder as 
not less important than my qualifica-
tion for the Candidates matches for the 
World Championship in 1993/1994.

As I had already had long periods 
without losses (50-60 games many 
times), it was not difficult for me to 

play from a psychological point of 
view. Only after crossing the mark of 
100 games without a loss, it became dif-
ficult to sleep since I started to believe 
in my invincibility ☺.

The scariest moment in that period 
was my game against Dreev in 2005 
where I had a totally lost position.

sergey Tiviakov
Groningen, The Netherlands

Editorial postscript:
Thanks a lot for the correction. From 
the numerous reactions we received 
it became clear that there are more 
impressive unbeaten streaks out there 
than we presented! Among other 
streaks that were brought to our 
attention were 67 games by Maxime 
Vachier-Lagrave, and as we go to press 
Wesley So has raised his unbeaten 
streak to that same number.

Chess table
The chess table shown in New In Chess 
2017/1, page 99, was most probably 
made in Cuba for the 1966 Olympiad. 
Each team captain was presented with 
a table, plus a set of pieces, as a gift and 
souvenir. The diamond-shaped fea-
tures were to hold the flags.

It is of interest to note that one of 
these Cuban tables was used by Bobby 

Fischer and Tigran Petrosian in the 
match between the Soviet Union and 
the Rest of the World in 1970. The 
other tables in that match were of a 
different kind.

Jan-Olof forsberg
Gothenburg, sweden

Permanent time-trouble
I would like to hear your view on the 
now common time controls with 
increments. Am I the only one who 
has problems with it? I get into a ‘per-
petual feeling of time-trouble’ after, 
say, 15-20 moves into the game. I sus-
pect this is because I really don’t like 
numbers and cannot logically add the 
increments into my thought process.

Maybe there will be an inspir-
ing article from Negi about it in the 
future!? ☺

Maik Naundorf
Hagen, Germany

Editorial postscript:
Parimarjan Negi deals with your 
question in this issue!
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“If you want to be a better 

player, you owe it to 

yourself to pick up a copy’ 
– Jeremy Silman, US Chess Online

New Extended Edition

The new (3rd) edition of this modern classic  has, besides 
various corrections and improvements, a new introduction 
and a brand-new chapter called ‘Total Control’. In this 35-page 
chapter IM Herman Grooten adds the fi nal instructive brick to 
his formidable, yet very accessible, building: inspired by Tigran 
Petrosian’s playing style he explains amateurs how to exploit 
small advantages. And he provides a new set of exercises.

This book is not just a collection of middlegame positions, but a 
complete course that is well-structured, has great examples and 
exercises, is entertaining and extremely eff ective. Grooten’s 
bestseller was shortlisted for The Guardian Chess Book of 
the Year and awarded ChessCafe Book of the Year.


